
Biographical

! Across his professional career, Jonathan Freilich has been involved in a number of diverse 
experimental sound projects, either as leader, sideman, or studio composer.  The chance to 
combine standard New Orleans vernacular music languages with more Avant-Garde art music 
and contemporary ideas came about as a result of alliances made across the New Orleans 
music scene while involved in a diversity of engagements with musicians that were normally 
associated with particular genre musics.  Freilich’s first notion was to take these individual 
languages and propose compositional models that would harness the sound of the individuals 
without giving standard formal contexts for each musician to rely on.  This yielded the two 
Naked project ensembles, Naked On The Floor, and the Naked Orchestra.  Years of composing 
for these groups led to a desire to apply what had been learned across medium boundaries.  In 
2009, this culminated in the composition of 2 operas (‘Bang The Law’, ‘e.e. me and pollock thee’) 
exploring the possibilities for modern opera buffa that could be directed simultaneously by 
more than one artist reflecting multiple approaches to a single narrative.   The purpose was to 
achieve a coherent commentary on contemporary local affairs while maintaining a diversity of 
‘envision-ments’ within in  a single performance work.  
	

	
 A desire for further collaboration, knowledge of other media and exposure to cutting 
edge thinking, led Freilich to temporarily step out of the New Orleans music scene in 2011.  
Presently he attends classes at California Institute of the Arts, exploring trajectories with 
composers specializing in microtonal just-intonation composition, experimental opera, electro-
acoustic music, sound design, and film scoring.  These coupled with theater studies form the 
current paths in his work.

	
 Earlier on...

	
 Guitarist/Composer, Jonathan Freilich was an active part of the New Orleans music 
scene since his arrival in 1989.  Almost immediately, he found himself playing backup to notable 
locals such as Kermit Ruffins, Michael Ward and The Reward, and Sun Ra trumpeter, Michael 
Ray.  In 1992 he co-founded the New Orleans Klezmer All-Stars(NOKAS), a pioneering klezmer 
ensemble that infused that music with the vibrancy and energy of the funk, jazz and brass music 
of New Orleans.  In fact, to date he has had opportunity to play with most of New Orleans' 
greatest musicians from across all genres. 

     He has appeared at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival for 25 years as well as 
headlining the Berlin Jazz Festival with NOKAS, and has appeared at numerous other festivals 
inside and outside the country including Bonnaroo, the Ann Arbor Jazz Festival, The American 
Folklife festival at the Washington Monument, collaborations with poet, Andrei Codrescu at the 
Holocaust museum in NYC. Other notable work includes appearances with Sam Rivers, Burton 
Greene, Marshall Allen, The Wild Magnolias and backing songwriters such as Robbie Robertson.

He is featured on over 22 recordings ranging from Klezmer to Afro-Cuban and avant-garde 
orchestra music. Recently he put out two CD’s of a large orchestra playing his original 
compositions, a small group, and played on Marianne Faithfull’s latest release.  He has also had 
the privilege of playing alongside some of the greatest in New Orleans music.  Most of his 
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recordings either Big Easy or Offbeat entertainment award winners.  He has music featured in 
films and TV shows (Andy Richter conquers the Universe, The Dukes of Hazzard(Warner Home 
Video) as well as commercials for companies such as Southwest Airlines and Mercedes.   

     More, classically oriented pieces are the aforementioned comic-satirical opera, Bang the Law, 
about a couple of New Orleans lawyers and their movements through New Orleans class 
detritus after Hurricane Katrina, a two movement orchestral fantasy about Elias Cannetti at 
carnival, formation of a new quintet to play new original compositions, an octet reduction of 
Peter and the Wolf for a New Orleans Contemporary Art Center/Guggenheim foundation 
presentation and more explorations into folk material and possibilities the for further novel 
presentations. 

    He is the subject of the one hour radio documentary Jonathan Freilich’s Freedom Double-O 
Naked Klezmer Jazz Latin Boogaloo: The Radio Documentary by award winning documentarian, 
David Kunian and was the 2008 Governors’ Music Fellowship Award recipient.  In 2010 he 
figured as a Rising Star guitarist in Downbeat’s Critics Poll. 

 	
 Freilich was born Oct.13, 1968 in Philadelphia, Pa.  He spent most of his early years, up 
until a late teenager in London, England before moving to Los Angeles in 1985.  Thereafter, he 
moved to Santa Cruz, Ca in 1987 before the 1989 move to New Orleans. 
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